Chemoradiation therapy for squamous cell carcinoma of anal canal cancer: report of a case.
We report a case of anal canal cancer in a 65-year-old woman who had complained of bloody stool. Physical examination revealed a 2.5 cm ulcerated tumor in the anterior wall of the anal canal astride the dentate line. Histological examination of biopsy specimens confirmed the diagnosis of moderately differentiated squamous cell carcinoma. Chemoradiation therapy included whole pelvic irradiation amounting to 4140 cGy followed by conformal boost irradiation of 2000 cGy and 5-fluorouracil div 750 mg/24 hr 3 days, mitomycin C iv 10 mg day 1, and cisplatinum div 50 mg day 2. Six weeks later the tumor had completely regressed, and there was no evidence of recurrence 21 months later. Her anorectal function was retained.